GROWING TOGETHER

1 THESSALONIANS

Title: Growing Together with Genuine Hearts

Text: 1 Thessalonians 2:1-12

A genuine heart comes from God, motivates ministry, and shares life in up-close
relationships.

1. A Genuine Heart Comes from the Father’s Gospel Love (vs. 1-6)

2. A Genuine Heart Should Motivate All Ministry (vs. 4, 9-10)

3. A Genuine Heart Shares Life Up-Close with One Another (vs. 8)



Discussion Questions:
1. How can you tell if someone’s care for you is gemuine or fake?
2. How do we know God’s love for us is really genuine?

3. Why is it important for a minister of the gospel to have genuine love for the people
they share Christ with?

4. How does sharing the gospel differ from selling a product (see 1 Thess. 2:5, 2 Cor.
2:15-17)?

5. The phrase “the gospel of God” is used three times in this passage. Why do you think
“the gospel of God” is so central to Paul’s message to the Thessalonians? How can
we make the gospel central to everything we do at FBC?

6. How are you called to “minister” to other believers in the church? How are you
called to minister the gospel to people outside the church?

7. What does it look like to “share our own selves” with one another (vs. 8)? Do you
think this is easy or hard to do?

8. Why do you think we tend to keep other Christians at arm’s length? How can we live
life “up close” to one another in the church?

9. As you examine your own heart, does it match the description found in verse 4, 10,
and throughout the passage? Is there anything in your motives for ministry or heart
for others that needs to change?
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